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	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	NURS 212
	Number of Weeks per term
	18

	

Course Title
	 Pharmacology for Nurses       
	Lecture Hours per term
	2

	Prerequisite
	BIOSC 134 
	Lab Hours per term
	0

	Co-requisite
	None
	*HBA per term
	0

	Prerequisite or concurrently
	None
	Activity Hours per term
	0

	Challenge Policy                    
	Student may receive credit by examination.  See college policy.
	Units
	2

	Advisory
	Recommend prior completion of BIOSC 132 and BIOSC 119 or 148 


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	0
	Hours per term.

	 ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE DESCRIPTION


	This course will present the basic principles of pharmacology and clinical drug therapy needed by the professional nurse to safely care for adult medical-surgical patients.  Content includes principles of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, pathophysiology of selected disease states common to adult patients and the treatment of those disease states by the use of medications.   The nurse’s responsibilities for monitoring drug effects and teaching patients about safe use of medications will be included.   


	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	1. Define the processes of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics

	2. Describe the nurse’s role in patient education for safe medication administration.

	3. Describe the characteristics of the basic categories of medications used for the adult medical-surgical patient.

	4. Define common therapeutic and adverse effects of the medications included in the course.

	5. Identify how clinical drug therapy is modified in the geriatric patient.

	6. Demonstrate appropriate use of a drug reference.


  COURSE CONTENT: (Show percentage breakdown) 
	15
	%
	Pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics

	5
	%
	Nursing responsibilities for patient education to ensure safe pharmacotherapy

	15
	%
	Anti-infective medication therapy

	15
	%
	Central nervous system medications

	5
	%
	Medications that effect the autonomic nervous system

	5
	%
	Insulin and other diabetic medications

	5
	%
	Hormone therapy

	15
	%
	Cardiovascular medications

	5
	%
	Respiratory medications

	5
	%
	Gastrointestinal medications

	5
	%
	Use of a drug reference and writing a drug card

	5
	%
	Use of medications in the geriatric patient


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	Lecture/discussion

	Small group discussions

	Drug cards (homework)

	


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Textbook Title:
	Clinical Drug Therapy:  Rationales for Nursing Practice

	 Author:
	Abrams, Anne Collins, Pennington, Sandra Smith and Lammon, Carol Barnett

	        Publisher:
	Wolter Kluwer:  Lippincott, Williams and Wilkins

	   Edition/Date:
	9th ed.  2009


	Textbook Title:
	Davis’s Drug Guide for Nurses

	 Author:
	Deglin, Judith Hopfer and Vallerand, April Hazard

	        Publisher:
	F.A. Davis Co.  

	   Edition/Date:
	11th ed.  2009


NOTE: To be UC transferable, the text must be dated within the last 5 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 5 years must be included. 
	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)


	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments
	3

	Weekly Writing Assignments
	1

	Weekly Math Problems
	

	Lab or Software Application Assignments
	

	Other Performance Assignments
	


STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	100
	%
	Written examinations

	
	%
	

	
	%
	

	
	%
	


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, CR/NC, or SC)


	x
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                  
	80% -   89% = B

	75%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	70%  -  74% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   69% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass


	Prepared by:
	Sara S. Brooks


	Date:
	April 12, 2010


Form Revised 10/09
�











